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raitay ak AVING receiv’d a Note from my Friend, to meet 
tea ) him at the Sign of the Dolphin in Lombard-/treet ; which 
Vea Ma Fifh, by miftake of the Painter, is render’d more like a 
eve Ke Crooked Billet, than the Creature its defign’d to re- 
gh VEE » prefent; At the time appointed I accordingly went, 
Sghie_ where my Friend over a Penny Nipperkin of Moloffas 
: Ale, fat ready to receive me When an accuftomary 
Salutation had pafs’d between us, it being about the time when {tro- 
ling Paftry Cooks, who keep their Shops in their Baskets, pay their Vifits 
to their Cuftomers, we began to Confult about our Dinner, being 
pofted in a very convenient Houfe for that purpofe; At laft, agreed to 
Coroborate our Bodies with a Slice of that Martial Venifon, Beeff, fit 
Food for either Saint, Soldzer, or Saylor, the King of Meats, and the moft 
delicious of all Dainties, faith, S--— the Poet, and Marrior the Coun- 
fellour. When we had fuppreft our Hunger, the moft Powerful of all 
Appetites, and tir’d our Jaws with tedious Maftication, we began to fall 
into talk about our Neighbouring Scavengers, whofe Houfes are the Lay- 
Stails of that filthy drofs which defiles the Virgin, Corrupts the Prieft, 
Contaminates the Fingers of the Judge, is the Caufe of every Ill, and 
the very Seed of Humane Mifery; it’sthe miftaken Happinefs of Man- 
kind, which brings with it, where fo e’er it comes, a Thoufand Curfes 
worfe than Poverty. Prithee, fays my Friend, don’t rail fo againft 
Money, it’s a Task becomes no body but a Mendicant, who is always 
endeavouring to put other People that have it out of Conceit with it, 







that they may the more willingly part with it to thofe that want it; ° 


there’s a great deal tobe faidin the behalf of Money, and if you were 
but to hear a Rich Parfon preach a Leéture upon it according to his 
real Sentiments, he would teach you, perhaps, to have as good an O- 
Pinion of it as e’er an Aldermanin the City. You muft confider our 
Anceftors had as great a Veneration for this fort of Dirt, as you call 
it, as the prefent Age can poflibly bear towards it; as you may find 
by the excellent Virtues they afcribe to it, in their Old Sayings, viz. 

Money 
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Money anfwers All things. Money makes the old Wife Trot. Money makes 
the Mare to go. What Words won't do, Gold will, and a great many 
other Adages I could recolle& with a little thinking, which would fhow 
fufficiently that our Fore-Fathers were as much given to Value this 
Root of al Evil, as fome term it, as any of our Modern Mifers can 
be. ‘Therefore if you'll take Councel of a Friend, Inftead of Slight- 
ing it, endeavour to get it; and never rail againft it, till you are affur’d 
you have enough to ferve your Turn. Todefpife Riches when they are: 
out of your Power, favours more of Envy than Philofophy ; but to feem 


not to Value Wealth, when you haveit in poffeflion, is an Argument 
of Generofity. 


I thank’d him for his Inftru€tions, which were a little out of my way 
at prefent to put in Practice; and then began to enquire of him whar 
method thofe great Dealers in Money chiefly take, for the Improvement 
of fuch mighty Sums which were trufted in their Power. In anfwer 
to which, my Friend gave me this following Information: ‘The beft 
of their Harveft, fays he, is now over; ever fince the alteration of the 
Coin, has’ put a period to the Projeét of Diminution, their Trade has 
been ina declining Condition; but they have, moft of them, fo feather’d 
their Nefts by the old Treafonable Swip-Szap, that they have no occa- 
fion to fear the greateft Difadvantages their Trade can fall under, As 
an Argument of their Dealings in that Profitable Affair, I will give you 
a Convincing Inftance of my own Knowledge, viz. I had in the ver 
heat of thofe my{tcrious times, a Bill upon an Eminent Banker not far off, 
to receive Twenty five Pounds; and waiting in the Shop till he had 
difpatch’d his Bufinefs with fome other Perfons who were ftept in be- 
fore me, in comes a Spark in a good Camlet Cloak Lin’d with Red, 
Sword, Long Wig, and Beaver Hat, and gives the Banker a Bagg of 
Moncey, defiring him to lay it by for him, and he would call for it 
on the morrow Morning; which he took from him, and laid it down 
upon a Seat on the other fide of the Counter ; the Perfon that brought 
it becoming his Habiliments but awkardly, like the Tinker in Severn‘s 
Farce put into the Lords Apparel, occafion’d me to take more than 
ordinary Notice of his Face ; which I was affur’d I had often feen, but 
could not, till he was gone, recollect where; at laft fully fatisfy’d my felf, 
about a Tweive-month before he was a Codbler at Weftminjter, who had 
mended me many a pair of Shooes, and run of many an Errand for me, 
I then Lodging within three or four Doors of where he kept his Stall; 
in which he us’d to be as Merry over his work, withthe Ballade of 
Troy Town, as ever was Country Dame over her Spinning-Wheel, or a 
Mufical Bumpkin with his Jews Trump. When he had told over the 
feveral Sums, and fatisfy’d the Demands of the firft Comers, fhowing 
as much double-handed Dexterity in telling of Money, as a Hocus Pocus 
can well fhow in the Conveyance of his Balls, I then accofted him, 
and fhow’d him my Authority for another Sum, whicly he was ready 
to pay upon Sight of the Bill, as if he was never better pleas’d then when 
he was getting rid of his Money; and taking up the Bag my old Ac- 
guaintance had left, attempts to pay mein fuch fcrupulous and Dimi 
nutive Pieces, that I thought nothing but a A.wave would offer to pay, 
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or a Fool be willing toreceive. Upon which I refus’d to take it, he urg’d 
the Money was paifable, telling me that a Gentleman left it with him but 
juft before; which he thought, I fuppofe, I had not obferved. Pray, 
{aid I, what was that Gentleman who left it here? He anfwering me 
an Fffex Gentleman of Six or Seven Hundred Pound a Year. Said I, 
I fee the Perfon that left it, and if he be worth fuch an. EKftate you 
fpeak of, he has got it in a very little time, for within this year and 
a Quarter, he has Soled me a pair of Shooes for Sixteen-pence, and I 
am fure he had not Land enough then to raife a Bunch of Carrots in, 
or Moncy enough to ipare to buy the Seed; therefore I fancy you are 
miftaken in your Man. O dear, Sir, fays he, your Eyes are ftrangely 
deceiv’d, he’s a very worthy Honeft Gentleman, I have had Money: 
of his in my Hands, at times, this feven years. But howveer, Sir, if 
you don’t like this Money, I'll fee if[ can look you better. And with 
that goes and.finds me out good Market Money to my Content; which: 
I fuppofe, I fhould have had fome difficulty to have got, had it not been 
for my accidental Difcovery. 


Well, faid I, but this Golden Age is paft, and what Methods do 
they take now to improve their Cafh? The chief advantage, fays he, 
that they now make, is by fupplying the Neceflities of itraitened 
Merchants and great Dealers, to pay the Cuftoms of Goods impor 
ted, rather than they fhould fall under the difcredit as well as 
difadvantage of being run into the Kings Ware-houfe; or by affifting 
of ’em in the Purchate of great Bargains, orthe like; for which they: 
make ’em pay fuch unreafonable Extortion, that they devour more of 
the Merchants Profit than Snailes, Worms and Magpies do of the Far- 
mers Crop, or the Gardiners induftry. In‘ relation to which, Pll inform 
you of a pretty Difappointment that lately happen’d to one of thefe Un- 
confcionable Uufurers, who infifted upon a very extravagant Gratuity 
for the Loan of aconfiderable Sum, toa very Eminent Merchant; which 
take as follows. 


A Perfon of Quality having made a Topping Banker in Lambard-ftreet 
his Cafhier, having occafion to talk with him about fome Pecuniary Af* 
fairs, order’d his Coachman to drive him to his Shop, where he found 
the Banker talking very bufily with a Merchant: The Banker, in refpeét 
to his Quality, came immediately to his Coach fide, to know the Gen- 
tlemans Pleafure ; who defir’d him to firft difpatch his bufinefs with the 
Perfon he was before talking to, and he would tarry in his Coach 
till he had done, for he was in no great hafte. Upon which the Ban- 
ker retirjng into his Shop, they proceeded onthe matter in Hand, which 
was about lending the Merchant a Sum of Money, who was very un- 
willing to come up to the Bankers Unreafonable demands for the ufé 
of it, which the Merchant requir’d but for one Month; the Banker be- 
ing well acquainted with the prefent Neceffity of the Merchant for Mo- 
ney, tho? a very Rich Man, and a great Dealer, fruck clofe to his firft 
Propofals, and would abate him nothing of the Extortion he requir’d ; 
which occafion’d ’em at lait laft to talk fo warmly about the matter, 
that the Genticman over-heard their Difcourfe; and calling his Footman; 


B whifper’d 
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whifper’d him, and bid him Dog the Gen:!eman till he ¢ had nx’d him, 
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Phe Merchant being very unwilling to compiy with th anke crs Avas 
ritious ‘Terms, went out of his Shop i in a Hud, and uaa him he would 
fee what ic could do elfe-where, before b 1e would fubmit to fo inhumane 
an Exaction. As foon as he was gone, the Footman obferv’d the Com- 
mands of his Mafter, who after he ha talk’d a little with the Banker, 
bid his Coach wait till he walk’d over to L loya’s, where in a littletime 
his Footman brought him Intelligence, that the Gentleman he order’d 
him to follow, was gone into a great Houfe in Mincing-Lane, which he 
believ’d was his own Habitation; becaufe when the Door was opened 
to him, he went readily in, w ithout asking the Servant any Queltions, 
Upon which the Gentleman fteps into his Coac ch, and orders the Foot 
man to direct the Coach to the Houle, where the Gentleman order’d 
his Manto Knock,and ask the Servant that fhould come tothe Door, 
whither their Matter was within, who aniwer'd Yes, bat that he was juft 
fait down to Dinner. The Gentleman bid the Servant not difturb him, 
but defir’d to walk into a Room, and he would flay till he had Din’d. 
Upon which, they fhow’d him into a Parlor, where he waited but a- 
little time before the Merchant, upon his Servants Info: ‘mation, came to 
him. The Gentleman finding it to be the fame Perfon, ask’ d him ifa 
bout an hour fince, he was not treating with fuch a Banker about fuch 
an Affair: He told him, Tes, be was: kot feem’d to be furpriz’d the Gen- 
tleman fhould know any thi: 1g of t sone matter. _ Who, to make the Mer- 
chant eafie, difcover’d by what means he became acquainted with what 


had pafs’d between him and the pe : ey iprefis 1p himf if to the Mere 


in 


chant after this manner, IJ have, fays the. In tbe Peakers rs bands you were 
talking to, i ween three and four Lhoufand Poun nh ana tf we can think it 
fafe to Tri fi part of my Money in your hands jor the fake f an Unrealon= 
able Adva. tage, | dont know why I may not Trufi you as wel! iny fel) upon more 


Reafonavle Lerms + be pays me no Iatereft, and | cannot think him an Honeft 
Man that will be fo fevere with another, 12 1/ “4 hands I pile rea ‘om to bea 
lieve he think his Money fafe, or elfe he would t Venture it at al!, iho ow the 
moft Advantageous Conditions. ‘Therefore fince he was fo bard aitha a if you 
will let me know what Sum your Occalirn requires, I will g1ve you my Note 
upon the fame Perfon to pay you the Money, which you fhall ufe for any Rea- 
fonable time without a Penny Intereft or Grati tity. 


The Merchant, amaz’d at fo Generous an Of fer pos a Stranger, eX- 
preft himfelfin all the thankful Acknowledgemecurs imaginable, gladly 
accepting of his Kindnefs, telling um Six Hu dred Pounds woul id do 
his Bufinefs, for that three or four Ships were come in, on Board of 
which he had confiderable Effects, and that the Money was to help pay 
the Cuftoms. The Gentleman accordingly, as the Merchants Straits 
requir’d, draws him a Bill upon the Banker for Six Hundred Pounds ; 
and afterwards found fuch agree “_— Honefty from the Merchant, that 
he drew all his Money out of the Bankers Han ds, and put it into the 
Merchants, by which means he is now ecome one of the Richeft 1 rand 
preatelt Merchants ; in the City, and the Banker loft a good Brien nd, to 
his great Injury, as a juft reward of his Dorewun: e{S. 


D end, 
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Thefe Bafe and Unchriftiar-like Impofitions,-are fo very Pra€ticable 
amongit Bankers and Money S:riveners, that Mr. D. J. Le€turer of St: 
-—-— Parifh, thought it his Duty to reprove ’em Publickly in Lombard-/ireet 
Church, for their abominable Ufury and Extortion, which they fo highly 
refented, being touch'd to the Quick, that inftead of Reforming their 
Jewith and Unlawful. Pra€tices, they protefted againft his Doétrine 
like a parcel of Incorrigible Sinners, and turn’d the Confciencious Prieft 
out of his Lecturefhip, for the faithful difcharge of his Holy Fun&tion ; 
who gave ’em a very Notable, tho’ Unwelcome Reprehenfion, in his Fare- 
well Sermon, choofing thefe Words for his Text, Am I thercfore become 
your Enemy, becaufe I told you the Truth? Therefore fince to the utmoft 
ofmy Power I have enlightened your Unterftanding of thefe City-Money- 
Jobbers, I hope you will Sum up a fhort Character of one of them in 
Verfe, to Oblige the World; and I make no doubt, but ’twill be very 


acceptable: Which, according to my Friends requeft, I have done for 
the further fatisfa€tion of the Reader. 


The Character of a Banker, 
I m/elf, a Scavenger, his Houfe the Cart, 
Where Plodding Men throw in their Droffy Pelf; 


Zhus like a Farmer, he from Rich mens Dirt, 


Raifes a happy living to himfelf. 


With others Cards, a Cunning Game he plays 
They fland the hazard, whilft he gains his Ends; 
He Borrows ftill, and ftill no Intereft Pays; 
And ne'er without a damn’d Extortion Lends. 


Tho? Proud avd Stately, whether Rich or Poor, 
Is to all Men, except himfelf, unknown ; 

Amidft his Borrow'd Treafure, he’s no more, 
Then Slave to others Riches, not his own. 


His Dealings are fo dark a Myftery, 
No Man can truly tell, tho ne er fo wife, 
Whether he thrives, or that he. honeft be, 
Until the Black-palm’d Mifer breaks or dies. 


With one Mans Money he another pays; 
To this he Cuts, and to the other Deals, 

Small Accidents his Credit oft deacys ; 
Then Farewel Fingers, God have Mercy heels. 


The Beggars Curfe him as they pafs. his door 
Envy the heaps of Riches which they fee; 

Beg but in vain, then wilh the Banker Poor, 
Who rowles in Wealth, but has no Charitie. 


Great 
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Great Sams each day are ox his Counters told. 
And Piles of Bags his Letter?d Trunks contain; 
But yet {" all his Silver and his Gold, 
He’s but the Mimick of a vafi Rich Man. 


I having a Relation in Town, who about Twelvemonths fince had 
the Courage, in fpight of Cuckoldom, to fuffer a Parfon to rob him of 
his Native Liberty, and bind him faft with Fetters of Matrimony, to 
Mans Milery, a Wile ; and the firft Fruits of their Drudgery being late. 
ly, crept out of its Original Habitation into this World of Affliction; the 


* Joyful Father, bringing me the glad Tidings of my ew Squab Rela- 


tion, very clofely Solicited me to do the Pennance of a Godfather, thar 
fhe little Epitomy of the Dad might be craftily cleans'd from the Sin 
of his Birth, and the iniquity of his Conception. I wanting Ill-nature 
enough to refift his Importunities, {1ibmitted to his Requelt ; and engag’d 
for once to make my felf a Witnefs to the little Intants admittance ine 
to Chriftianity, and ftand as a Tv Doodle for an hour or two tobe 
banter’d bya Tittle-Tattle Aflembly of Female Goffips. The time ap. 
pointed for the Solemnization of this Ancient piece of Formality being 
come, after I had put ona clean Band, and beftow’d two Pennyworth 
of Razoridge on the moft fertile part of my Face, whofe Septuary Crop 
requird mowing, away I trotted towards the Joyful Habitation of my 
Friend and Kiniman; but with as aking a heart as a Wife man goes 
to be Marry’d,or a Broken Merchant comes near the Counter.At laft [came 
to the Door, which I pafs’d by backwards and forwards three or four 
times, as a bafhful Lover does by his Miftreffles Lodging, before I had 
Courage cnough to enter; fancying every time I went up to the door, 
t heard a Confufion of Womens Tongues come thro’ the Keyhole, which 
{truck with fuch a violence upon the drum of my Ear, ’twas ready, 
when I liften’d, to knock me Backwards. At laft I pluck’d upa Spirit 
like a City Draper going to Dun a Man of Quality, and gave a Tap 
at the Door, which brought Nurfe Bafie-body to give me admitance, 
who introduc’d me into a back Parlour, and call’d her Mafter ; of whom I 
enquir’d after the Welfare of the Woman in the Straw, who anfwe 
red me, according to the old Phrafe, 4s well, God be thanked, as can be 
expected for a Woman in her Condition. Y told my Kinfman how I dread- 
ed the Fatigue I was bound to run thro’, who heartily pitied my Con- 
dition, and advifed me to put on the beft affurance I could: ‘Telling 
me he was equaly oblig’d to be a Part’ner in my Sufterings; for that 
he expected to be Tongue-teas’d by that time the Wine had gone a little 
about, as bad as a Manthat had beat his Wife before a whole jury 
of Matrons. The Women, Heaven be prais’d! were ufher’d up ftairs, 
fo that I was in no great danger of having my Ears ftretch’d upon the 
Rack of Verbofity, till the Sacerdotal Adminiftration of the Sacrament 
was Over. 


By this time in came my Brother Nawcupator, who wasto ftand the 
Bears with me; and after we had made our felves a little Acquainted,’ : 
by enquiring of each other what News, and the like; we began to look 
forward, and confider of the difficulties we were to runthro’. Po, 
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fays he, Never fear, Pll warrant you we'll deal with*em well enough, let mat 

alone to tring you off, I have been usd tot. This is fport, fays he, That I 

have biew at fo often, that I believe half the Children in the Parifh call me 

Godfather. I am as well known ta all,the Goffips bereabouts, as St. Auftin 

is to the Parfon, or Amen to the Clark. Do but take my method amongit 

em, and you will gain their Hearts for ever, and be accounted as pretty 4 

Man by ’em as ever came into Womans Company, or liftew’d to the Tattles of a 

Female Convention; that is, Befure you highly pratfethe Fair Sex, and {peakwery 

Honour ably of the State of Matrimony, Rail foundly againft all thofe Fealous Pated 

Coxcombs that abufe their Wives, tho with goud Reafon ; and declare every Maa 

that thinks himfelf a Cuckold, deferves to by made one; and that tt is always 

Mens own Faults that they are fo. Befare remember 4. Womans Freedom 3s 

an Argument of her Honefty, and that the ftill Sow eates all the draught ; 

that Wemen ought to have the Liberty of Drinking a Cheruping Cup as well as 

Men; and that {he may go into 4 Tavern with another Man befides her Husband, 

and may be very honeft for all that ; and that fhe may like another Mans Company 

for his good humour, Merry Jefts, and witty Converfation, without doing an Ill 

thing, or abufing her Husband. Tongue the Old Women when you Kis ’em, and 

fuck the Lips of the young ones like a Horfe-leach. If you hear a Woman Rail 

againft her Husband, befure you fecond her, and fay he’s avery morofs' Manto 

ufe fo good a Woman after fo ill a manner. Befure you preach up Female Aue 

thority, that 4 Husband ought to mind nothing but his 1 rade, and let the Wifé 

alone to govern the Family. That no Woman who wants Children by her Huse 

band ought to be blam'd if {he raifes Seed with difcretion. by another, fince it 

takes off from her the reproach of being Barren, and from her Husband the [cane 

dal of a Fumbler. Not forgetting the old faying, There’s no harm done 
when a good Child’s got. Follow but thefe inftruttions, and Lard your 
Talk now and thenwith a little Waggery wrapt up in clean Linnen, and yon need 
not doubt but you will find your felf as acceptable a Man amongft em, as if 
they had heard that Nature had beftow’d as great a Fools Bleffing upon you, as ever 
they defir’dto partake of. 


I thank’d him kindly for his Serviceable Documents; and was 
mighty well fatisfied I had fo experienc’d a Partner to affift meat 
the Solemnity, not fearing but fo good an Example would be a means of 
carrying me cleverly thro the whole Ceremony without Baulk or Difcoun- 
tenance. Bythistime in came the Parochial Sprinkler, with Amen at his 
Heeles; who were ufher’d up Stairs amongft the Aflembly of Help-meets. 
Now thought I, the Curtain’s ready to be drawn, and the fhow will begin 
prefently. Whilft I was thus thinking, down comes Nurfe ta:defire us 
to walk up, who had fo adorn’d her wither’d Countenance with Tape- 
lac’d Head-clothes, that her Weafel Face look’d as difproportion’d to 
her Commede, as a Tome-1sts Egg put intoan Owles Neft: Having a 
Scollup lac’d Hankerchief round her Neck, that look’d as old Fafhion’d 
as if Eve had fpun the Thred,and made the Lace with the fame Needle 
fhe fow’d her Fig-leaf Apron with. Having round hera white Holland 
Safe ty’d down behind with Tape, that fhe look’d all over as white 
as the very Gholt in Bateman. 


As foon as we came into the Room, and had bow’d our backs to the 
old Clufter of Harridans, and they in return had bent their Knees to 
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(is, I {neak’d up to the Parfons Elbow, and my Part’ner after me; and 
there 1 ftood as demurely as if I had juft turn’d Few, and was going to 
be circumciz’d before all the Company. The Parfon plucking outa little 
Pocket-Tool belonging to his Trade, began in Solemn-wife the ufual 
Preface to the Bufinefs in hand, whilft old Mother Grope ftood rocking 
of the Bantling in her Arms, wrap’d up in fo rich a Mantle, as if both 
Indias had club’d their utmoft Riches to furnifh out a Noble covering 
for my little Kinfman, who came as callow into the World as a Bird 
out of an Egg-fhell. At laftthe Babe was put into my hands to deliver, 
tho’ not as my Act and Deed, to the Parfon, who having confecrated 
fome New-Kiver Water for his Purpofe, wafh’d away Original Sin from 
my new Nephew, and brought him amongft us Chriftians into a State 
of Salvation. But when my froward Godfon felt the cold Water in 
his Face, he threaten’d the Prieft with fuch a parcel of Angry Looks, 
that if he had been ftrong enough I dare Swear he would have ferv’d 
him the fame Sauce, and under the fame ignorance would have return’d 
him but little thanks for his Labour. After we had join’d together; in 
a Petition for the .good of the Infant Chriftian, the Religious part was 
concluded; and now Kiffing, Feafting, and Jocularity were to follow in 
their Proper Places, I left it to my Part’ner to be the leading Man, 


refolving to be a true Copy of his Impudence to the utmoft of my 
Capacity. 


_ The firft Example he fet me was to kifs the Godmother, who had 
a very paflable Face and tollerable Mein; and as for her Age, I believe 
fhe wasnear upon the Meridian. I follow’d his dire€tions toa Tittle, and 
Kift fo very clofe, that I am confident the infide of her Lips could do 
no lefs than take off an impreffion of her Teeth, as deep as a Child 
leaves when he bites a Mouthful of Bread and Butter. As foon as ever 
the Parfon had refrefl’d his Spirits with a Bumper of Canary, dedica- 
ted to the Woman itn the Straw; and the Clark had faid Amen to his 
Mafters good Withes after the like manner, each of ’em accepted ofa 
Paper of Swect-meats for his Wife or his Children, and away they went, 
leaving the reft of the Company behind to make a rehearfal of the good old 
Cultoms always practicable at thefe Neighbourly fort of meetings. The 
next piece of Lip-Exercife my Part’ner fet me, was to make a Regular 
Service of Kiffes round the Room, keeping fuch exa€t time in the dif- 
charge of this Ceremony, not daring to ftay too long in a place for fear 
the reft fhould have taken it ill, that if he had but fmack’d as he kift, 
he would have kept much the fame Meafure, and have made much the 
fame Mufick asa Church Clock that clicks every Quarter of a Minute, 
By that time he had ended his firft Ceremonious Effay to pleafe the 
Ladies, and had {wept off with his Lips the dry Scurff, which loofly 
hung upon the Muzzles of the old Women, and had fuck’d a Virmr 
fion Colour in the Lips of the Young ones; I began to fucceed him 
in the Drudgery of Ofculation, which I went about with as iJl a will 
as a Security paysa Debt henever Drank for; tho’ there were two or 
three as tolerable Temptations as a man would defire to meet with, be- 
tween a pair of Iniquity Countell-kcepers; yet the pyblick formality of the 
| - matter, 
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matter, fo took off the pleafure of Lip-Leachery, that inftead of a 
Satisfaction, I thought it but a very. troublefome and ridiculous piece of 
ancient Superftition : Ore old woman having the Palfie in her Head, hap- 
pened by a fudden refolution of the Sinews which Govern the under Jaw, 
to inap my under Lip in between her Gums, that had it nor been for 
fhame, I had cry’d out; but as Providence would have it, fhe hud ne’er 
a Tooth, or elfe I believe fhe had fpoild my Kiffing for a Kottnight; 
this accident has begot in me ever fince fuch an averfioa,to the Kifiag 
of old Women, that I fincerely Proteft, I had rather Kifs Twenty Young 
ones, twenty times a piece, than to rua the like hazzard of having my Lips 
disfigur’d. The next part we agreed to Perform, was a very Cofily piece 
of Ceremony ; which was to pay our Acknowledgements to Mother Baw- 
d;-Flirt, who brought the little Prifoner out of his dark Dungeon, into 
Light and Liberty; -andfoon to Nurfe Caudle-Cook, who thro* Greedy. 
nefs of the Prefent, gave my Fingers fuch a Mercenary Gripe,as if fhe 
had miftaken my Hand, and thought fhe had got faft hold of the Rudder 
of my Affections. Having very orderly proceeded thus far without a 
Baulk, I was glad I had overcome this, the moft difficult part of my 
Journey, as a Pélgrm going tothe Faudilee is, that he has paft the Alps. 
The greateft Uneafinefs that remain’d now, being onlya little Tittle-Tat- 
tle, which I did not doubt but the Wine would infpire me with Cou- 
rage enough to Cope with. When this was over, the next piece of Folly 
that my Kinfman was guilty on, in Submiffion, I fuppofe, to his Wifes 
Vanity, was to Ufher the Affembly into the next Room, where was a 
very good hot Supper ready upon the Table, and two or three dozen of 
feveral forts of Wine, to Entertain their Ladyfhips, who before they fat 
down, the Parfons Bufinefs forcing him to take an Karly Leaveof the Come - 
pany, and I having the moft Canonical Countenance, the Goffips pitch’d 
upon me to Blefs the good Creatures ; and to tell you the Truth, being 
at a Nonplus for a Grace, and thinking it a Scandal to Acknowledge it, 
I was forc’d to Blunder out one Ex-tempore,as well as I could, for fear of bes 
ing taken for a Heathen; which, becaufe of the Newnefs of it, Pll prefent 
it to the Reader. ) 











Blefs the good Ladys and good Food, 
That Heav’n has fet before us ; 

And may we Men prove all fo good, 
The. Women may adore us. 


May thefe thy Fruitful Dames Live long, 
Grow ev'ry day more Handfome ; 

And may their Husbands prove as ftrong 
Ph’ Back as fecond Sampfon. 


May they Dance Merryly each Night, 
Without a Pipe or Tabour, 

dnd Mother Msdnight bring to Light, 
She Fraits of all their y Sy 
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God fave the King, and fend quite thro” the Realm, 
Men may Obey, and Women Rule the Helm. 


This Lucky thought fo Oblig’d the whole Congregation of Tattle. 
Baskets ; that I found by the fatisfaction they expreft in their Coun- 
tenances, {tarce a Woman in the Company could forbear claping me; 
and the good Wives falling to, as eagerly as fo many Livery Men at 


a Hall Peaft, were all fo ready to help me with achoice Bit, that 1 had 


a Plate Pil’d up in half a minute, enough to have Feafted a whole Fa- 
mily of French Proteftants juft Landed. As foon as the Edges of our 
Hungry Appetites were taken off, and our Mouths werea little at Leifure 
to imploy the Glafs, and give way for our Tongues to exprefs our Sen- 
timents: The Women were prefently fo wonderful bufie in Drinking 
the Chaplains Health, that they had like to have forgot the Sow and 
her Pig, if it had not been for the Womans Oracle, the Midwife, who 
put ’em in Mind of it. By that time three or four Glafles had wafh’d 
away their Counterfeit or acquir’d Modefty, which reftrain’d ’em from 
that Freedom of the Tongue which their Natures prompt them to, 
we had as great a Jargon of confus’d Talk arofe amongft us, as ever 
you hear’d amongit a Crowd of Female Neighbours gather’d at a Wo- 
mans door that had juft hang’d herfeif; talking as much of the Ill-qualities 
of their Servants, and good Humours of their Childrens, as a parcel of 
Countrey Gentlemen got over a Tub of double Ale, do of their Dogs 
and their Horfes. When ever they talk’d of any of their own Sex that 
were not prefent, a Man that had been wholly unacquainted with 
the Converfation of Women, would have thought they had been {et- 
ting forth the Faults and Infirmities of fome She-Devil; and that no- 
thing which bore Humane Shape and Nature, could have been liable to 
fo many Odious Imperfe€tions,; who ’tis very likely was much hand- 
fomer, and more Vertuous, then the [ll-natur’d fhe, who had accumula- 
ted fuch a Number of Defeéts and Vices, and laid ’em to her Charge, 
who was not prefent to juftifie herfelf againft em: The Failings of their 
Husbands alfo, was a great SubjeCt of their Difcourfe, with now and 
then a Whifper, which I fuppofe, was touching fome Seeret Difabilities, 
or Neglects, which were not Proper or Confiftent, tho’? with the moft 
free and Unreftrain’d Modefty, to Speak in Publick. 


At left a great Talk arofe about fuch a Woman, who had been Marry’d 
two years, and not proving with Child in fo longa time, had lately made 
an Elopement from her Husband with a Courtier, who had got her 
clofe in his Lodgings at Kenfington, even to the Diftra€tion of the poor 
Cuckold, who offers to take her again, but that fhe wont Live with 
him: Fyaponher, fays old Mother Tumble-Tuzzy, for « Naughty Woman ; 
if (be bad taken my Advice, I am fure it had been better for her; if things were as 
fhe told me, I am fure {be had no great — to Complain; but in fbort, 1 
don’t believe (be Lov'd her Husband, for sf fhe did, {be would never have done 


fo by him: Pil Swear I pitty the Man. with all my Heart , I look upon him to 
be as Honeft « Man as any dwells inthe Parifh; and indeed I believe he Lov’ 
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his Wife very well. Ay, indeed Neighbour, much better than fuch a Minx de: 
Jerv’d.Why fo Madam ? faysa third ; Why fhould you Rail againft the poor Woman 
behind her Back ; foe might have Keafon enough to do what fhe did, for ought 
you know. Reafon! Marry hang ber, fays a fourth; What Reafon could fhe 
have to bring herfelf under this Scandal, and her Husband, poor Man, under all 
this Shame and Sorrow? If {he could not be Contented with what the good Man 
could give her, there are fourney-Men and Prentices cmough in the Houfe, that 
fhe need not have been fuch a Slat tohave run away from bim. O fye, fays anothef, 
Why fure you would not have had her Difgrac’d herfelf with fo mean a Thing 
as 4 Servant, would you? Servanis! reply’da former ! Marry come up, my durty 
Coufin! How little you make of Servants ! Asif *twas impoffible a Prentice or a 
Sfourney-Man could have a longer Nofe than his Majier: You fee the Courts 
Ladies they have Wit enough to be Content with their owz Coachmen and Foot= 
men; and not come into the City toexpofe themfelves : Befides, a Servant looks 
upon it to be fo great an Honour, that he will take thrice the Pains to Oblige a 
Woman, as a Man will that’s her Equal, for which reafon Quality have Sence 
enough you fee to chufe fuch Men for their Gallants as are much beneath em, 
becaufe they will have’em more at their Beck: And fince we follow their Fafbions, 
I dow’t know but "twould be better for us, if we follow’d their Examples too. 
Nay, truly Neighbour, {ays the other, I muft confefs there is fomething of Rea» 
fon in what you fay: But indeed, I think tis a burning Shame, that a Man who 
knows how tis with him, fhould be fo Foolifh to Marry a Woman, and bring 
her to thefe hardbips; for they ought to Confider, that’s the Truth on’t, we are 
Filefh and Blood as well as they. 


In this fort of hopeful Tittle-Tattle, they tired their Lungs, and wafted 
their Time,till they were moft of them got as Boozy, as fo many Bumpkins 
ata Wake, or Tipling Loyalifts upon the Kings Birth-day. The Merry 
Dames by this time, having at one fitting pretty well fill’d their Car- 
cafes, and empty’d their Minds, they began to call upon me their Chap- 
lain, to give ’em a Difcharge; which put me toafecond Nonplus, bes 
lieving they had drank themfelves at Supper paft all Grace; but found 
my felf miftaken, forgetting that Hypocrites are always moft Devout, 
m+ they are Maudlin: Finding I had no way to ‘avoid the Office, I 
made a fhift to Blunder thro’ this Ceremonious piece of Thankfgiving, 
after the following manner : 


Our hearty Thanks we humbly Pay, 
For th Bleffings we have tafted; 
L—d fend fuch ChrifPnings every Day, 

That we may thus be Feafted. | 


We Ble/s thee for each merry Dame; 
And her good Conver fation ; 

O bring ’em Tearly to the fame 
Bleft End of their Creation. 


May they abound in Girles and Boys, 
Tet flill and ftill be Kjft-on, | 

That we may meet and thus rejoice 
To make each Babe a C briftian. 


D Bieft 
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Blefs all good Women in their Married State, 
Make their Pains eafie, and their Pleafure great. 


This fo obliged the Affembly of Fruitful Matrons, that I dare fwear 
I might have pick’d and chofe, as the Turk does in his Seraglio. { 
was now efteem’d as the prettyeft, Wittyeft, and beft humour’d Gentle- 
man, that ever they were in Company with tn their Lives; and what 
a Thoufand Pities it was I fhould be a Batchelour,-every one offering 
to help me toa Wife; that I began tobe afraid they would have made 
a Prieft of the Midwife, and have Marry’d me in fpight of my Teeth, 
before I could get fafe out of their Company. I dare {wear if we had 
had but a fair Opportunity, my Part’ner and I might have made as many 
Cuckolds as ever were made by a couple of Charch-Wardens during the 
whole time of their Office; and they have generally as great a Com- 


mand of the Parifh,as any Men that dwell in’t, exceptthe Parfon. 


This generous Entertainment we had hitherto had, was not fufficient 
to Plague my poor Kinfman enough, and to Gratify the Ridiculous 
Prodigality of the good Woman in the Straw, it being the firft Tefti- 
mony of her Fertility: But after allthis, the Extravagancy muft be Sum’d 
up with a Service of Sweet-meats, which every Goffip carry’d away 
in her Hankerchief; then were my Brother Witnefs and I fore’d to con- 
clude all witha Final repetition of Old fadas’s Ceremony, and fo fent 
’em packing home to their own dear Spoufes, to teafe their Ears with 
a rehearfal of their Welfare. What now remain’d for me todo, was 
to go up ftairs to wifh my Bed-ridden Relation much Joy of her new 
Chriftiai:; and to receive Thanks for the Trouble fhe had put me to: 
I kift the good Woman, with a good Will enough; but having no 
great kindnefs for a Creature fo newly Calv’d as my little Kinfman, 
I could not falute him but with as indifferent an Appetite as I did the 
Old Woman; lor Ball-Veal fo very Young, and Cow-Beeff {o very Old, 
are two fortso: #lefh I could never heartily approve on; for J always 
fancy the one’s a little too Tender, and fmells of the Cask ; and the o- 
ther a little to Tough, and fimells of a Coffiz. 


Having now ftruggled thro’ every Difficult part of thefe accuftomary 
Formalities, I had nothing to do but to thank ’em for our liberal En- 
tertainment, wifh the Woman well again, and both much Happinefs 
in their Male-Offpring, and fotake my leave, which I did accordingly ; 
and was as greatly over-joy’d when I got out of the Houfe, as ever 
Convict was that had broke Goal, or dete¢ted Pick-Pocket that had ef- 
cap’d a Horfe pond. 


When I came to my Lodging, I began to confider what further ufe 
I could make of the fundry pafflages, and pleafant humours, 1 had ob- 
ferv’d among{t this Female Congregration; and at laft agreed with my 
felf ’twas a rare opportunity to take off a true impreffion of a Gollip ; 
‘which I defire the Reader to accept of, 


The 
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The Character of a Goffp. 


Even Years in Wedlock firft fhe muft have {pent, 
And muft have made her Spoufe as long Repent, 
That fuch a Curfe was e’er from Heaven fent, 


By Natute made to Teem, to Teafe, and Vex; 
No longer Happy than fhe can Perplex ; 
‘Luftful t'wards Men, and Envious to her Sex. 


Homely, Difdainful, Talkative, and Proud ; 
Foolifh, Self-will’d, too Stubborn to be Bow’d ; 
Fiery as Light’ning, and as Thunder Loud. 


A Junket-Foll’wer, and a Friend to Wine; 
Who to her Betters will no place Refign; 
And hates the Goffp that appears more Fine. 


Of her own Faults fhe others does Accufe ; 
Her Neighbours Failings are her chiefett News; 
VAnd railes againft that Vice fhe moft purfues. 


Her Spight at ev’ry Well-bred She, takes Aim; 
The Modeft Woman 1s a clofe fly Dame, 
Who tho’ fhe Opens not, yet Hunts the Game. 


She’s the ftill Sow that Drinks up all the Draught, 
Tho’ fo Referv’d in Tongue, fhe’s Loofe in Thought; 
And is the moft fufpected to be Naught. 


If Handfome, then the Envious Tatler cries, 
Her Face is well enough, fh’ as pretty Eyes; 
But has an ugly Fault, elfe People Lies. 


What Lhave heard, I’m very loth to Speak; 
Befides all that, fhe gives her Cheeks the Lick; 


And is as Ill-Condition’d as Old-Nick. 


Were I a Man, fuch Beauty P’d Adore, 


As fhould be only Nat’ral, and no more; 
For fhe that Pamts, will doubtlefs be a Whore. 


Beauty’s but Fancy, Silly Boys Purfue; 
Men Love a Woman that is Juft and True; 
She’s only Handfome, that will Handfome do. 


She Blames the Dame that like herfelf is Free, 
Who Loves good Liquor, and much Company ; 
One Gofip with another can’t agree. 


To Drink a Merry Cup, fhe holds no harm, 
And finds in Brandy fuch a Secret Charm, 
Ie chears her Heart, and keeps her Stomach warm. 


Abroad 
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Abroad fhe Walks to fee, and to be feen; 


And if the good Man asks her where fh’as been ; 
With a Gallant, Tom-Coney ; and what then? 


Fools muft ask Queftions: I’m your Wife, ’tis true; 
But am of Age, and know fure what I do; 


Can Go and Come, without the leave of you. 


Art Jealous, Love? You need not be affraid, 
Had you a Wife like fuch a One, Egad, 


You then indeed might fear an Aking Head. 


But I (as God well knows my heart) defpife 
The very thought, (altho’ fhe knows fhe Lyes,) 
B’ing Maudlin, then to pleafe the Fool fhe Cryes. 


Thus Charms the Man with her Diffembling Spell; 
A Thoufand Lyes can in a Moment tell ; 


And when fhe pleafes, make ‘things ill or well. 


Thus fhe the Breeches wears, and Rules the Roatt ; 
Of which fhe does at all her meetings boaft; 
The Man’s no more, God help him, than a Poft. 


She tells how all thingson her Care depends; 
She Buys and Pays, fhe Borrows and fhe Lends; 
Hoards what fhe pleafes, what fhe pleafes fpends. 


None could his ugly Humours bear but fhe; 
Befides, fhe’s fure he cannot but agree, 


She underftands the Trade as well as he. 


She pleafes Cuftomers much better far ; 
He oft Negleéts his Shop, he doesnot Care; 
Pounds would be often: loft, were fhe not there. 


Believe me, Neighbour, he’s fo Peevifh grown, 
F’er fince he has been Troubl’d with the Ssoze, 
That ’twould be happy for him he was gone. 


Poor Man! I pitty him with all my Heart, 
And wifh I could but eafe him of his Smart; 
He cannot fay but I have done my part. 


Thus can fhe Lye, Diffemble and be Drunk, 
Rail at Tobac; yet for the Tooth-Ach Funk, 
And wants no odious Symptoms of a Punk. 


May my Throat meet a Halter, or a Kyife, 
Or any way, good Heaven, diffolve myLife, 
Rather than Plague me with fo damn’d a Wife. 


FINI S 
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